Admiral David G. Farragut Memorial
Farragut, Tennessee
James Glasgow Farragut was born July 5, 1801, in a log cabin at Stony Point, four miles southeast of this monument at a location known at the time as Campbell’s Station,
Knox County, Tennessee. His father, George Farragut, served in the Revolutionary War navy. He moved to Knoxville in 1792 and established a ferry across the Holston
River (now Fort Loudoun Lake/Tennessee River) in 1797. ¶ In 1807, George moved to New Orleans to accept an appointment as a sailing master in the US Navy. The
family followed the same year. Farragut’s mother, Elizabeth, died in 1808 shortly after arriving in New Orleans. Captain David Porter, a family friend and commander of
the naval station at New Orleans, adopted James Glasgow Farragut. James later changed his name to David in honor of Captain Porter. His foster brothers were future Civil
War Admiral David Dixon Porter and Commodore William D. Porter. Farragut followed Porter to Washington, D.C. in 1810, and at the age of nine was appointed
midshipman in the US Navy. He served on the USS Independence in the summer of 1815. ¶ During the months preceding the Civil War, Farragut had a difficult decision to
make. He was Southern (born in Tennessee, moved to Louisiana, lived in Virginia) but his Union sympathies caused him to remain with the Union. He soon moved his family
to New York. ¶ In January 1862, Captain Farragut was given command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron with instructions to enter the Mississippi River and capture
New Orleans. While in command of his flagship, the USS Hartford, Farragut succeeded in capturing New Orleans on April 24, 1862, thus opening the river to Vicksburg
and disrupting the Confederate supply lines. Shortly thereafter, he was commissioned to the new rank of Rear Admiral. ¶ Early in the morning of Aug. 5, 1864, Rear
Admiral Farragut’s fleet of wooden ships, along with four small ironclad monitors, began the attack on Confederate fortifications and ships in Mobile Bay,
Alabama. When the smoke became so thick he could not see, he climbed the rigging of the Hartford and was lashed near the top of the mainmast to get
a better view. One of the Federal monitors, the USS Tecumseh, struck a torpedo (naval mine) and sank in a matter of minutes. In the confusion, the fleet
came to a halt in front of the big guns of Fort Morgan. Farragut rallied his men to victory by shouting, “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!” With
Farragut’s ship leading the way, the fleet passed through the mines and the fortifications, leading to the surrender of the harbor. ¶ Promoted to Rear
Admiral in July 1862, Vice Admiral in December 1864, and Admiral in July 1866, he was the first person in US history to hold those ranks. He died
a national hero on Aug. 14, 1870 and was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in The Bronx, New York.
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